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Research Proposal on the Cultural Non-Linguistic Aspects of Using Second Language in Education and its Effects on the Students' Comprehension and Consequently Performance


Introduction
Many educationists assert that second language is a very crucial element as far as performance is concerned. According to Webb & Chang (2015, 655), cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education plays a very important role in ensuring that the student’s comprehension and consequently performance is achieved. Also, cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education are fundamental since it enables learners to develop creativity. Creativity is enhanced after students learn and study different second languages hence aiding them to be creative as they undertake their daily learning activities. For that reason, student’s comprehension and consequently performance is enhanced. Again, students can relate to other students who have studied other languages by sharing information. When students study together, learning is perceived to be easy. Therefore, it is important to incorporate the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education since it will have positive impacts on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. In this research proposal, a lot of emphases will be put on determining whether cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education have a positive or a negative impact on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. The main parts of the research proposal will include an introduction, background of the study, the objectives of the study, formulation of the research questions, literature review, the hypotheses, research design, sampling of the population of the study, human subject approval, methodology of the research study, funding sources, limitations, possible problems likely to be encountered, the budget of the study, dissemination of the findings and research timetable.
The discussion on the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and its effects on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance has been the topic of the day to the educationists. Educationists and school instructors assert that the second language improves comprehension and consequently performance in education (Huang et al., 2016, 263). For that reason, it is important to have a keen look on the topic since it attempts to look on the creativity, comprehension and consequently performance in a school. Creativity, comprehension and consequently performance will ensure that the students will be in a position to gain effective learning skills that will aid them in improving their performances.  For that reason, educationists and school instructors acknowledge the importance of acknowledging cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education since it could affect the comprehension of the students and consequently their performance.
In some schools, it is worth noting that a number of students perform poorly since their teachers in the school might fail to overcome the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education. As a result, students do not comprehend and consequently perform well in school. According to Gilakjani & Sabouri (2016, 123), therefore, a lot of schools have seen it necessary to incorporate a second language which will result into student’s comprehension and consequently performance as they undertake their studies. This is true because the students feel motivated, confident and free to socialize with other students hence ensuring high performances.
The purpose of this proposed research study will be to examine the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and its effects on the students' comprehension and consequently performance. 
	The rationale behind conducting the research study is to determine on the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and its effects on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance to solve the trending poor performance in schools. Again, conducting the research study will help to determine the cultural non linguistic aspects of using the second language in education and how it is affecting student’s comprehension and consequently performance to keep track with the dynamic curriculum systems of education in schools.
Objectives of the Study
The objectives of the research study are to determine cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education and its effects on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. The main aim of the study is to expound on the actual effects of cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in schools on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. For that reason, the overall objectives of the research study will, therefore, be as follows:
1) To determine the effects on the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and the student’s comprehension and consequently performance.
2) To evaluate the relationship between cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and the student’s comprehension and consequently performance.
3)  To clarify how consistent are the effects on the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. 
4) To investigate how the effects on the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and the student’s comprehension and consequently performance can be accommodated and improved.
Research Questions to be used in the Study
To be equipped with reliable and enough information as a method to fulfill the objectives of the research study, there exist some questions that need to be asked. Some of the research questions that will be asked but will not be limited to the following include:
1) It is true that the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in schools affect the student’s comprehension and consequently performance?
2) If the answer to the above question is yes, then what is the indication that shows that the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language influences comprehension and consequently performance?
3) If the answer to the first question is no, then what exactly should be done to improve the student’s comprehension and consequently performance?
4) Do the interested bodies in the schools receive feedback about the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance?
The above questions will be fundamental in enabling me to gather enough information concerning the research study which will aid me in either approving or disapproving my hypothesis. It is also important to know that the questions listed above are not the only ones of the study but more questions will be allowed to facilitate deriving reliable results in the research study. In addition, allowing more questions in the research study will enable and equip the researcher to have a coherent understanding of the topic. According to Richards (2015, 4), the extra questions used in the study will aid in creating an authentic overview of the various answers that are needed in the study. 
Literature Review
From the research conducted in the past few years, cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education have been found to be a crucial element for the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. The school instructors guide the students in what they are expected of and instill positive attitude to enable them to undertake their studies effectively.
1) Effects as a result of cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in student’s comprehension and consequently performance
It is evident that the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language have a big effect on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. Numerous researchers have asserted that creativity is one of the effects of incorporating second language in student’s comprehension and consequently performance. That being said, the same positive effects could be deemed negative if the reason for using the second language is not learning the language but something else, say Mathematics. When students take longer time to solve questions due to these non linguistic aspects of the language of the question, mastering the language itself might not be enough if the question has those cultural references.
2) How consistent are the effects of cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and the student’s comprehension and consequently performance?
One of the effects of cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education on student’s comprehension and consequently performance is poor results in subjects that are not language related. It requires students to be conversant with not just the language of instruction but its cultural references as well to ensure that they fit in the fast-dynamic world. Thus, the school instructors should equip students on cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in their comprehension and consequently performance since it will enable them to acquire more knowledge (Nguyen & Webb, 2017, 315). 
3) How the effects on the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education and the student’s comprehension and consequently performance can be accommodated and improved
Cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education can be accommodated and improved through effective speaking skills, good expressions and also critical thinking since it has a lot of positive impacts as far as the student’s comprehension and consequently performance is concerned. Therefore, it is evident to assert that educationists should advocate for the incorporation of second language in education to aid the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. According to lantolf & Poehner (2015, 322), improving the ongoing researches can aid in making sure that cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in education end up benefiting the students in terms of comprehension and consequently performance.
School instructors need to undertake cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education in improving student’s comprehension and consequently performance at least three times in a year (Leopold & Leutner, 2015, 321).  Again, this is true for teachers of that second language but it should be hard for teachers of other subjects that are taught in that second language. 
Cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education is not an ongoing process in many schools today. This can be attributed from the fact that the school instructors and educationists lack the basic knowledge of the benefits that result from incorporating cultural non-linguistic aspects in learning to improve comprehension and consequently performance. For that reason, it is recommended that all schools need to start programs of delivering cultural non-linguistic aspects at least three times in a year since it has positive impacts on the student's comprehension and consequently performance in education (Lantolf & Poehner, 2015, 320).
From the review of the relevant literature, the hypothesis of this study can be as follows:
1) There exists a significant relationship between cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education and the student’s comprehension and consequently performance.
2) The roles of cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in student’s comprehension and consequently performance should be clearly stipulated in schools. 
3) Cultural non-linguistic aspects of using second language in student’s comprehension should be part and parcel in any learning process hence enabling learners to learn from each other.
The study will attempt to prove the student's ability through gathering and reviewing of reliable information to determine whether cultural non-linguistic aspects in education have effects on students’ comprehension and consequently performance or not. This will evaluate if it is wise on whether to prove the hypothesis or dismissing it for good. Consequently, the study will also enhance the proper understanding how school instructors and educationists can conduct researchers to improve the student's comprehension and consequently performance. According to Lewis (2015, 473), again, passing and improvement of the students in terms of grades will be an evident sign of the positive impact that cultural non-linguistic aspects in education have.
Research Design
The research study will be designed in a way that will be exploratory and explanatory in nature. The research will focus on cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education and its effects on student’s comprehension and consequently performance in the school. Other related issues that concern the topic of concern will be achieved through the use of explanatory research design. Therefore, the research study will mostly concentrate on the negative effects of the student's comprehension and consequently performance based on cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education and give justifications whether the second language should be incorporated or not.
The application of exploratory research will be crucial since it will aid in determining the actual phenomena that are being investigated in the research by looking at the related existing literature to the topic of concern in the study. According to Lewis (2015, 475), use of exploratory research is essential in determining what earlier reviewed research studies have discovered about the cultural non-linguistic aspects of using the second language in education and its effects on the student's comprehension and consequently performance. For this study, a mathematics text book will be chosen to analyze and highlight the cultural non linguistic aspects. Sample of the questions found to be heavy with the cultural nonlinguistic aspects would be then presented along questions that are of similar mathematical value but with no cultural references and the performance of the students will be gauged while attempting to solve both sets of questions.
Also, to further note that the aspects of question are non linguistic, two copies of the same text book will be used (English and Arabic) where the translated questions would carry the same cultural residues of the second language culture (American culture in this case) regardless of language of the of instruction where a second language cultural reference could prove to be hard to comprehend even if it was represented in the first language of the students.
As a result, it will be advisable to go through different academic journals in the faculties of arts and social sciences so as to have a clear understanding of how the challenges that are experienced by students in attempts of incorporating the study of the second language can be resolved. Moreover, the exploration will include active consultation of the newspapers, journals and magazines that are related to the topic. The various documents and documentaries will also be reviewed to make the argument of the research study strong and authentic.
Population Identification and Sampling
This study will involve samples of high school students from at least four schools who will work as a representative of the whole population of the overall high school student’s population. Two if these schools would be following the English ministerial curriculum and the other two would be following the Arabic Ministerial curriculum. The students groups will be 25 students of each school to accumulate a total of a 100 students. 
Another sample that is equally important will be the teachers’ sample. The study will undergo a group discussion with two groups of teachers (from each language of instruction) to discuss the way they overcome these cultural challenges in the classroom.
According to Deanda et al. (2016, 165), in addition, using many different sources of information in a research study ensure that the study remains fascinating. After selecting the samples from the different schools, groups will be expected to provide honest responses as a way to bring superb results in regard to the research topic. Again, the research study will be in a perfect position to provide substantial outcomes that will lead to valid conclusions.
Human Subject Approval
Before conducting the study, the management of the respective high schools will be consulted to give permission to use human objects in the research study. Informing the relevant bodies aware of the research one is conducting is a fundamental requirement that a research study will have to undergo. Again, I will seek permission from state representatives in the places where these schools are located and also the parents of the children. The research will take place during the weekends so as not to interfere with the learning activities.
Philosophy of the Research Study
One of the guidelines that I will consider during the research study is ensuring that the participants are willingly participating in the study without being threatened or forced. This will result to reliable and authentic results because the participants will give results that will not be biased. Again, I will make sure that the research study will avoid physical and mental suffering to any of the participants. This is crucial since physical and mental suffering of the participants can greatly influence the results derived. Lastly, I will allow students who are not willing to take part anymore in the study to discontinue their contribution at any given time to avoid influenced and fabricated results. Having followed the guidelines, reliable and authentic results will be derived at the end of the research study.
	Methodology of the Research study	
1) Data collection methods 
The research study will tend to be more qualitative. However, this does not mean that quantitative aspects will not be used. For that reason, some of the data collection methods that will be used are questionnaires, interviews, direct observations and surveys derived from reliable sources. Use of direct observations is very crucial since the behavior of the students in school is quickly noted as an attempt to understand cultural non-linguistics aspects of using the second language in education and its effects on student’s comprehension and consequently performance (McLaren, 2016, 5). Consequently, the interviews will be held in private by allocating each student enough time with the researcher. Using questionnaires will be of great importance because the questioners will be distributed to every student who has volunteered in the respective schools. Finally, the surveys will be disseminated randomly to the participants as a way to avoid reliable results.
2) Data analysis 
All the questioners will be thoroughly checked as a way to confirm that all gaps are filled correctly. Therefore, all the questioners found with gaps will be eliminated to allow analysis to be based and argued through authentic responses. According to McLaren (2016, 6), all the reliable information from the interviews and observations should be integrated together as a way to ensure that data analysis is done easily and quickly. Moreover, regression analysis will be essential because most of the data collected will be qualitative in nature. Regression analysis facilitates the establishment of the link between cultural non-linguistics aspects of using the second language in education and students’ performances.
Dissemination and Incorporation of Findings and Evaluation
The dissemination of the research findings will be done through writing a research study report. The research study report will arrange things in a more chronological manner based on the information gathered and also the methods used to analyze the findings. For that reason, school instructors will be able to come up with steps that will help in improving the cultural linguistics aspects of using second language in education and its effects on the student’s comprehension and consequently performance. According to Richards (2015, 21), any research study report should be gauged by passing it through the relevant bodies to be declared safe and not biased for the mass release in the public domain before it is released to the relevant schools whose students participated in the study. Again, gauging is a crucial process that filters information and ensures that the public does not develop negative effects from the conclusions made.
Limitation of the Study
As a researcher, I will focus to ensure that am objected throughout out the research study. Again, with the help of other researchers who have researched on related topic studies of concern, a researcher is in a position to avoid any bias and handle it immediately (Deanda et al., 2016, 179). At the end of the study, I will make sure that only the reliable responses that will be analyzed.
Problems Likely to be Encountered during the Study
The research study is subject to face a number of problems which could limit its effectiveness. For that reason, the school instructors should always be prepared to encounter the challenges and deal with negative issues accordingly. One of the problems likely to be encountered is poor cooperation from the participants. This can result from the fact that they are students who come from different schools. Thus, they have never worked together. To ensure that the team embraces teamwork among the participants, a few meetings and group discussion will be held so as to act as a reminder of what is expected of.
Time wastage is also another problem likely to be encountered during the research study. Mismanagement of time can greatly hinder the accomplishment of the study objectives and goals. Thus, the problem of time will be resolved by holding several training sessions throughout the course of the research study on ways to use time well. Time is a crucial element in a research study and should be used for the benefit of everyone in the group (Zuffery et al., 2015, 410).
The Research Proposed Timetable
	Duration/dates
	Activity 

	June 2018
	Text book analysis 

	July 2018
	Finalizing the questionnaire/test

	August 2018
	Contacting and Choosing the schools

	September 2018
	Contacting parents and obtaining approvals

	October 2018
	Conducting the questionnaire/test 

	October 2018
	Result analysis

	November 2018
	Conducting the follow-up interviews

	November 2018
	Conducting the teachers focus groups

	January 2019
	Data analysis

	March 2019
	Approval of the research report.

	June 2019
	Dissemination of the findings of the proposed research study
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